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Security reacts to post Virginia Tech concerns 


stephanie klien 
staff writer 


ollowing the Virginia Tech 
Hees in April 2007 campus 


security offices throughout the 


lenging concerns. 

At Iowa’s state universities the issue 
of arming campus security guards has 
become controversial. Officers at the 
University of Northern Iowa, 
University of Iowa and Iowa State 
University believe that it is necessary 
for them to carry weapons. Currently, 
guards can request to carry guns if 
approved by the school’s president or 


vice president. Iowa Governor Chet |iigg 


Culver recently recommended the } 
arming of security guards on cam- f 
puses. 

John Swanton, head of Clarke’s 


Security Office for 11 years, said that “= 


armed guards are not necessarily a 
bad idea. “It’s sad that it has to come 
to that,” Swanton said. “But if a uni- 
versity expects its officers to have 
authority like a police officer, then 
they should have the tools that that 
responsibility requires.” 

For senior business management 
major Adam Manganiello, coming to 
a campus without armed guards was a 
bit of a change. “Both of the colleges 
I previously attended - University of 
Illinois at Chicago, and Triton College 


sarah bradford 
editor 


olleen Dansart’s appreciation 
4 for her mother, a breast can- 

cer survivor and Chicago 
Cubs fan, has paid off. 

The Clarke biology/PT major 
entered her mom in a contest for a 
chance to eat brunch with Cubs leg- 
end Ryne Sandberg. The contest, 
sponsored by National City Bank, 
only took applications from family 
members of breast cancer survivors. 
Colleen wrote a 50-word essay on 
why her mom deserved the prize, and 
she won. 

“When my mom got the phone call 
that said she won free Cubs tickets 
and brunch with Ryne Sandberg she 
almost hung up because she thought 
a telemarketer was on the other line,” 
Colleen said. “She had no idea I 


Clarke student Colleen Dansart, her mom and 
Ryne Sandberg enjoy brunch at Wrigley Field. 


pholo by matt adam 


in River Forest, Illinois - had armed 
campus police, so I’m actually for it, 
as long as there are high standards in 
regard to training and security,” he 
said. 

Other things to be taken into con- 
sideration include the size of the insti- 
tution and its location. “If a school is 
located downtown and violent crime 
around that area filters into the cam- 
pus, then there may be a need,” 
Swanton said. 

Clarke security officers do not have 


entered her in the contest 
and was thrilled when I told 
her what I did.” 

Colleen’s mom, Paula, a six- 
year breast cancer survivor, 
was diagnosed with cancer 
in 2001 and has stayed 
strong since. The baseball 
game, which the Cubs 
organization dedicated to 
breast cancer survivors, was 
exactly what Colleen said 
her mom deserved. 

“My mom bleeds Cubbie 


blue,” she said. “She is such an inspi- 
ration to me because of how coura- 
geous she became when faced with 
adversity.” : 

The brunch was held in the Stadium 
Club at Wrigley Field, which held all 
20 winners and their families. 
Sandberg, a 2005 Hall of Fame 
inductee and one of the best defen- 
sive second basemen of all time with 
an overall fielding percentage of .989 
and batting average of .285, was there 
eating with all of the families, taking 
pictures and signing autographs. 

“I asked Ryne if his hand got sore 
from signing autographs all of the 
time and he jokingly said no, he was 
used to it,” Colleen said. 

After the brunch the two got perfect 


§ police powers, 
but Swanton 
does not see 
armed 
guards 
in Clarke’s 
4 foresceable 
} future. 

In light of 
the recent 
violence in 
schools, a lot 
of institutions 
| have also 
} been talking 
BY} about the 
concept of 
j early — inter- 
J vention. 
Swanton feels 
that Clarke is a proactive school in 
this respect. “It can be hard to tell 
exactly how and why a person is act- 
ing the way they are,” Swanton said. 
“In the past we’ve been able to get 
some kids that have needed the help 
into counseling and substance abuse 
programs.” 

Dubuque’s three colleges are also 
working on improving their emer- 
gency notification systems. Being a 
smaller institution makes the project 
of an early warning system more fea- 


Breast cancer survivot meets Ryne Sandberg 


box seats right behind the bullpen, 
but before that, Colleen saw her 
mom walk on the field with other 
breast cancer survivors. 

“I felt very proud that my mom 
was honored this way,” she said. 
“She brought awareness to others 
and gave them hope. This is a bad 
disease, but people can survive.” 

Colleen and her mom still bring 
hope to cancer survivors today. Just 
last year her mother participated in 
the Susan G. Komen three-day walk 
to encourage breast cancer aware- 
ness. She was one of the top ten 
money raisers for research on the 
disease. 

October is breast cancer aware- 
ness month and even the little 
things can help to promote aware- 
ness. 

“I encourage everyone to help 
others who have breast cancer, 
especially this month,” Colleen said. 
“Offer to do little things for others 
like cook dinner or baby sit for 
free.” 

Students can show their support 
on campus by wearing pink, which 
symbolizes breast cancer awareness, 
during the month of October. 


sible, but there are still concerns that 
need to be addressed. 

“J don’t want to get a system just for 
the sake of getting a system,” 
Swanton said. “We need to really con- 
sider all of our options and pick the 
one that fits the best.” 

Clarke currently relies on voice mail 
and e-mail to contact faculty, staff 
and students. Swanton has considered 
the cell phone system in which emer- 
gency messages are sent to students 
on their cell phones; but there are 
problems that come with that. “No 
teacher wants all of their students to 
have their cell phones on in class,” he 
said. “It could be extremely disrup- 
tive, and there is no guarantee that any 
system would work 100 percent of 
the time, or reach 100 percent of the 
people.” 

Other security improvements are 
being explored, such as configuring 
the locks on all classrooms. “It’s 
important to remember that there is 
no foolproof system and no magic 
answer,” Swanton said. “The impor- 
tant thing is to be prepared, but not 
paranoid.” 


..story continued on page 3 


Check out these dates 


natalie deutmeyer 
assistant editor 


Attention students! If you’re 
already planning that big spring 
break trip, make sure to take a sec- 
ond look at the academic calendar 
for this coming spring semester. 

In 2008, Easter is early, falling on 
Sunday, March 23. This causes a — 
slight change in the winter and 
Easter/spring break schedule. 
Winter break will be from February 
21-22 and Easter/spring break will © 
be March 17-25. : 

The two other Dubuque schools, 
Loras and the University of 
Dubuque, have different winter 
break schedules...plan ahead by 
checking out their academic calen- 
dars at  wwwiioras.edu or 
www.dbg.edu 

However, the real change is in the 

second semester starting dates of 
the three Dubuque schools. Clarke 
and UD resume day classes on 
January 14, but Loras does not pick 
up after Christmas break until 
January 28. Joan Lingen, Clarke 
provost and vice-president for aca- 
demic affairs, says this may cause a 
problem to students cross-register- 
ing between Clarke and Loras in 
next semester. Clarke starts and 
ends spring semester classes a week 
before Loras, so she advises stu- 
dents to avoid cross-registration if 
possible during those months. ~ 
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OPINION 


Plans to reveal mascot in November 


Television: ‘Office’ in, reality TV out 


justine ehlers 


arts and entertainment editor 


playing on TV this fall, it is a col- 

lege student: we have to find 
some way to procrastinate. This year 
is no different than any other with a 
whole line up of can’t-miss shows, 
Some shows though, we can do 
without, 

The rage over shows like “Grey’s 
Anatomy” and “Desperate 
Housewives” is still going strong, but 
it’s best if they don’t conflict with 
MTV’s reality shows like “The Hills” 
and “Newport Harbor” that are get- 
ting a lot of attention. 

“It’s real life drama and you get 
addicted to watching,” said Amanda 
Kosowiec, sophomore history major. 
«3» 

However, not everyone is thrilled 
with 
more 
reality 
TV. 


iE anyone is an expert on what is 


reality 
shows 
need to 
go; there’s too many of them and 
they’re all the same,” said Andrew 
Brashaw, freshman sports manage- 
ment major. 

This may be the opinion of some, 
but that doesn’t stop the net- 
works from coming out with shows 


fou Seo 
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| Recently the national press reported that a 
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“Freshman year, in Mary Jo, third floo 


like “Kid 
Nation” and 
bringing 
back Tiffany 
with “T Love 
New York, . 
2”, despite 
the fact that 
she was 
loved only 
by fans last 
time. 
“T just love 
New York and I want her to find 
true love,” said Sarah Neece, junior 
art major.. “Plus I love her mom.” 
Many Clarke students were found 
glued to the TV a couple of weeks 
ago with the season’ four premiere of 
“The Office.” “Saw it, loved it,” said 


After a few episodes, you just 
want to know what’s going on in 
their lives 


sophomore Kevin Miller. “There’s a 
lot of dry humor that I find hilari- 
ous.” 

“House” fans all over couldn’t 
believe their luck with the early pre- 
miere of the show in September 5. 
FOX moved up the premiere dates 


On the Street 


mike dalsing 
staff writer 


Bolin—Junior, kinesiology, sports m 


clarke courier 


drunk college student decided to stick his pet snake 
“in his mouth. He ended up getting bit and was sent to the hospital. Let’s see if some Clarke 
' students can top that. We asked students “What is the dumbest thing you have ever done?” 


“I was at an ice cream place this summer and J parked next toa pole. My © 
friends opened the car door and slammed it against the pole and could not get 
out. So I pulled my car into reverse to let her out and ended up hitting the pole 
and knocking my mirror off and shattered it. I was really embarrassed,” \ 


Melissa Schultz—Junior, bio-chemistry major 
| 
} 


Javier Lopez— Senior, kinesiology major 
r, some of the girls from the 4") floor filled a 
sag garbage can full of water, leaned it against my door and started yelling my name to 
~ come out. T was in the next room when they were doing this prank, but my roommate 
‘was in our room. | heard them call out my name and I screamed to my roommate not 
to open the door, but he didn’t hear me and the garbage spilled into my room and 
flooded it. The water almost got to my computer and ruined it.” 


of many of its shows to 
put themselves weeks 
ahead of other networks. 

With the wide selection 
ranging from reality to 
fiction, drama to comedy 
and everything in 
between, you would 
think there is something 
for everybody, but there’s 
always a critic. 

“T don’t like fall TV,” 
said freshman athletic 
training major Ben Miller. “The 
shows playing are just not something 
I would ever want to watch.” 

Ben just might be the only one in 
the library during regular viewing 
times of popular series. As for the 
rest of you, go out and grab a TV 
guide and make sure to set your 
clock for the fall line up of your 
favorite show. 


CORRECTION: 


In our September 28 issue we 
mistakenly printed a picture of thet 
University of Dubuque volleyball ! 
team in place of the Clarke team. 
We apologize for the error and 
congratulate the Clarke women 
once again for their incredible 
dominance in the tournament. 


researc 


The Courier is a student, 


Erin DiGangi, president of Champions of Character, said that there 
ns to reveal the new Clarke mascot before we leave for 


are pla 
Thanksgiving break. 


For many years, the Clarke Crusaders have been represented by a flag. 
Recently, the Champions of Character, as well as school administrators, 
have been trying to find a new mascot and logo that better represents 
the Crusaders. Around campus are poster boards displaying the two 


sarah neece 
staff writer 


logos and two mascots to choose from. 


“The winning designs will go to the President's cabinet on Tuesday 
Oct. 16 for approval,” DiGangi said. “If approved, we will begin work- 
ing with the design team through marketing to finalize that actual image 
of the logo and mascot- this will likely run through the last week in 
October. In the meantime, we will also being working on the mascot 
costume, getting it purchased and dressed to our liking - this will take 
some time depending on how the mascot designs go with the design 
team, because we want the mascot and mascot costume to match.” 
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and San Francisco. He’s known for 
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CAMPUSLIFE™ 


Glover praises freedom of thought at Clarke 


kim brooks 
campus life editor 


anny Glover and Felix 
Justice spoke to an audi- 
ence of over 700 people 


October 9 in the Kehl Center. 
Justice immediately enlightened 
audience members by saying that he 
appreciates “a place like Clarke 
College where freedom of thought 
is not only permitted but encour- 
aged.” 

Most people know Glover from hit 
movies like “The Color Purple,” 
“Dreamgirls,” and the “Lethal 
Weapon” series. He attended San 
Francisco State and started his acting 
career at the Black Actors’ 
Workshop of the American 
Conservatory Theatre. In 2003 he 
received the NAACP Chairman’s 
Award. More recently in 2006, he 
was given the Director’s Guild of 
America award for his contributions 
to the film industry. 

Felix Justice grew up in South 
Carolina and studied in New York 
and San Francisco. He’s known for 
his one-man show about Martin 
Luther King, Jr., which took him all 
over the country and to Africa. 

Glover and Justice met 33 years ago 
in San Francisco where both were 
struggling actors. 

At their Clarke appearance the men... 
were seated side-by-side against a 
fire-side type setting, Justice asked 
the questions of his long-time 
friend. Then they took questions 
from audience members. 

They hit on a wide variety of top- 
ics from politics to the arts to racial 
problems we're currently facing in 
our nation. 


Many students may not be aware of 
the integral role the Security Office 
Plays in keeping the day-to-day 
workings of Clarke running 
Smoothly. “We work for the little 
Victories,” Swanton said. 

One of the most important things 
the Security Office does is keep the 
residence halls safe. The current 
chip system has been in place since 
1996. The chip each student has can 
be deactivated if it is lost to ensure 
that outsiders can’t enter the halls. 
Swanton anticipates the addition of 
More doors in Mary Benedict Hall in 
Order to isolate each individual floor. 

‘The summer months are a particu- 
lar concern in that students, campers 
and other outsiders are brought 


Justice asked whether politics 
“change a nation’s character.” 
Glover commented that we “live in a 
moment of great fear. Our expecta- 
tions are diminishing, We have to 
understand our responsibilities as 
citizens.” By understanding what's 
expected of us, we need to be active 
in every way we can. 

Justice asked Glover to comment 
on his sense of “people coming 
together in a world across racial/eth- 
Language is the key to 
getting messages and ideas out there 
Glover said. When we come to real- 
ize that “language is based on equity, 
justice, transparency, and democra- 
cy,” everyone’s voice will be impor- 
tant, mot just one person’s. 

An audience member in an inter- 
racial relationship asked what 
Glover __ 66 
thought 
about 


nic lines.” 


word as 
a form of expression, a word of 
separation, or a word of hatred. 
Glover said he has definite issues 
with the word itself. He finds it 
demeaning. 
“We can get by very well without 
-using the word,” he said. “We could 
express everything we need to 
express without using the word.” 
While some find the word empow- 
ering, Glover doesn’t think that way. 
Justice broke in by saying some find 
it to be a word of affection within 
the Black community, “... but it’s a 
word I don’t use or care for or spend 
alot of time thinking about,” he said. 


sactay continued from page 1 


together on campus. 

Manganiello has other suggestions 
to keep the residence halls secure. 
“[’m not sure if security makes a 
late-night round in the residence 
halls, but if they don’t, I feel it would 
be highly beneficial for them to do 
so. Making sure everything is in 
place would not only be a good safe- 
guard, but would promote peace of 
mind as well.” 

Swanton said that security does not 
patrol the residence halls during the 
night. “We do patrol stairwells and 
some of the common lounge areas; 
we usually go onto the floors for 
specific reasons such as safety 
checks for equipment or mainte- 
nance issues.” 


We live in a moment of great fear. 
the “N” Our expectations are diminishing. 


Glover received a question from a 
student about the racial situation in 
Jena, Louisiana. “What the commu- 
nity is going through we must take 
heed of and we must look for truth 
and respond at a greater level than 
ever,” he said. He said incidences 
like this happen all the time in com- 
munities, we just don’t hear about 
them. 

Glover said he couldn’t understand 
why 21st century white kids would 
hang nooses in trees “given the very 
sensitive history that African 
Americans have towards lynching,” 
He also didn’t agree with the violent 
response of the other side -- beating 
the white kids. 

“History hasn’t created an avenue 
he said. 
“There’s an absence of moral condi- 
tioning and an 
absence of the 
understanding of 
historical 
97— relevance.” 

Glover went on to say events such 
as this show how people “devalue 
historic emotions and historic fears 
that African Americans have toward 
violence that continues to happen in 
their lifetime.” 

Justice. asked Glover to -elaborate 
on what convinced him at age 25 to 
enter the performing arts. Glover 
was a child of the Civil Right move- 
ment. “I watched an enormous 
transformation take place within my 
lifetime,” he said. He used many 
examples to bring history to life. He 
watched the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott unfold on TV and watched 


for sustained dialogue,” 


Recommendations for improve- 
ments in security can come from 
anywhere — faculty, students or the 
staff of the Security Office. “We 
function as a reporting agency,” 
Swanton said. “The information or 
requests are passed from us to the 


We work for the little victories. 2 


administration for consideration.” 
Swanton said the Security Office 
strives to work with students on 
campus, not against them. “We real- 
ly depend and rely on the students to 
both do their part in keeping the 
campus safe and in informing us 
when something needs to be 
improved,” Swanton said. 


his parents’ reactions and how they 
embraced the situation. 

Other influential events he men- 
tioned were Brown vs. the Board of 
Education, Kennedy being elected 
President, the Peace Corps., and the 


from their own communities. This 
“pushed the envelope among all eth- 
he said. 

Jessica Krogmann, a junior psy- 
chology major at Clarke, said she 
heard mixed reactions about the lec- 


nicitics,” 
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Danny Glover and Felix Justice address an audience of 700 at Clarke 


Tuesday, October 9. 


Black Arts Movement when he was 
in college. He had never been on 
stage before, but he felt that being in 
plays could be of some use. 

“TI wanted to tell stories that would 
make people feel good about them- 
selves,” he said, explaining that this 
helped him express his feelings 
toward the world around him and 
his place in society. 

In 1968, Glover became a part of 
history. In college he started the first 
ever Ethnic Studies program in the 
United States. It was a form of racial 
integration and stemmed from the 
politics in and around the San 
Francisco area at that time as well as 
the individual support people got 


One recent example of this coop- 
eration came in the form of new 
lighting in front of CBH.. “Students 
had been commenting on how dark 
the front of CBH was,’ Swanton 
said.“After new lighting was installed 
across the street, I got a lot of 
thank-yous.” 

Swanton 
said the 
Clarke Security Office has a good 
relationship with the Dubuque 
police department. “The police are 
having meetings with the school dis- 
tricts, in the hope of putting togeth- 
er stronger security plans,” he said. 
In the weeks to come, Dubuque 
police officers will be visiting Clarke, 
observing the buildings and possibly 


Jenny Koester and. “Vanessa Arce dance with | 
Laura Epp Custodial as 


ture from students. 

“Although I can't say that I agree 
with everything he had to say, I think 
he displayed a lot of knowledge on a 
lot of different issues,” she said. “T 
think that any time Clarke is able to 
bring someone who is so respected 
and known world-wide to campus it 
is beneficial. I felt inspired being in 
the presence of someone who is so 
passionate about what he believes in, 
especially after understanding why 
he feels the way he does.” 


The lecture was of the Mackin- 
Mailander Lecture Series, in its tenth 
year here at Clarke. 
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making recommendations. 

Swanton has no qualms about call- 
ing police officers to campus if a sit- 
uation requires some police inter- 
vention. “There have been moments 
where some tension on campus was 
apparent,” Swanton said. “We've 
asked officers to be here and keep 
an eye on things.” 

Students, faculty and staff can rest 
easy knowing that Swanton and the 
Clarke Security Office are always on 
the job. 

“Sometimes safety can be an incon- 
venience,” Swanton said. “It’s like a 
seat belt — it may be annoying at 
times, but it can definitely save your 
life.” 
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Kehl track gets new surface 


tabitha blake 
sports editor 


fter 13 years, a part of the Kehl 
Center finally received a facelift. 
Gone is the old faded carpet 


track and in place of it lies something 
better. 

Clarke’s new track is composed of a 
synthetic rubber that is 13 mm thick and 
sports the Crusader’s blue and gold col- 
ors. It provides a safer and healthier sur- 
face for Clarke’s students, faculty, staff, 
athletes and community members to 
exercise on. 

“The track is one of the most used areas 

of the Kehl Center and it needed a sur- 
face that is safer and softer on the leg 
and knee joints to promote better exer- 
cise and health,’ said Casey Tauber, assis- 
tant athletic director at Clarke. “It dra- 
matically improves the look and atmos- 
phere of the Kehl Center concourse 
level and will help in recruiting students 
to our campus.” 


photo by Sarah Neece 


The new Kehl Center track. 


The new track will especially benefit 
Clarke’s athletes, primarily the track and 
cross country teams. It is safe for track 
spikes, and it allows teams to practice on 


a surface similar to the tracks they run 
meets on. It will also be 4 consistent 
place to practice throughout the year and 
winter months. 

The new surface also will not fade or 
thin over time which will allow for a 
comfortable running surface that will 
look good for the life of the track. The 
only maintenance that is required is reg- 
ular vacuuming and weekly scrubbing 
with a brush-cleaning machine. 

The process of removing the existing 
track started the week of August 10, and 
installation of the new surface was fin- 
ished by September 10. The decision to 
remove the old carpet track was made 
because it had no padding and was no 


longer safe for leg and knee joints. 


aoa venenatis 
Clarke soccer enter conference tourney 


nate lech 
ad manager 


Tuesday October 16th. Melissa Guthrie earned 

a hat trick for the second game in a row and 
assisted in two goals to carry the Crusaders to victory. 
Emily Brown netted 2 goals and Callie Cram made her 
mark in the 62 minute of play to rocket the Crusaders 
to a 6-1 lead. Warrior Jessica Cable took the shut out 
from Clarke in the 18th minute off a free kick that 
barely nicked in. The Crusader women out-shot the 
Warrior’s 30-3. The woman’s team ended the confer- 
ence games in 3rd position with a 5-2-1 record in the 
conference and 10-4-2 in overall play. The first round 
of the MCC tournament will start on October 21, at 
1:00pm with Clarke hosting Mount Mercy. 

The men’s team also walked away with a victory 

against the Warriors. Senior Tim Teliszczak bent one in left 
footed early in the second half to put the Crusaders to a 1-0 


Cr College played host to Waldorf College 


Waldorf College Oct. 16. 


play.- 


lead. This game tallied the end of the MCC Conference play. 
Clarke ended with a record of 5-3 in the conference and 7-10 


Tennis player spends summer helping less fortunate 


sarah bradford 
editor 


larke College senior tennis stand- 
( out Mirelis Rivera spent time this 
past summer doing more than just 
working on her serve and backhand. 
The native of Bayamon, Puerto Rico 
volunteered at an orphanage for a week- 
and-a-half in Salcedo, Dominican 
Republic. The orphanage, Hogar Divino 
Nifio Jesus, houses young girls who have 
been abandoned, abused and found in 
the streets. 

Rivera and two of her friends helped by 
giving the girls school supplies, clothes, 
medicine and toiletries. 

“This was something I’ve wanted to do 
for years,” Rivera said. “Helping other 
people doesn’t only make me fee] better, 
but it is something I must do as a person. 
We are all the instruments of help for 
others in need.” 

Most of the items donated came from 
the Clarke community through Campus 
Ministry, but other supplies such as 
school uniforms and sports equipment 
came from her own pocket. She spent 


most of her time taking care of the ill, 
painting the orphanage and lecturing the 
girls on an optimistic outlook on life. 

“Toward the end of the week the girls 
thought I was part of their family,” she 
said. “One of the girls called me 
‘mommy’ because I stayed in the hospital 
with her for three days, so we established 
a strong bond.” 

Of the activities Rivera did with the 
girls, she said the most effective were the 
campfires and arts and crafts because of 
the hands on involvement. This is where 
she really got to know the girls and felt 
like she made the biggest impact. 

“Seeing the girls smile made me the 
happiest,” said Rivera. “I don’t feel like I 
was an example for them, but rather a 
sign of hope.” 

_ Even though Rivera is back in Iowa, she 
is still working on helping those in the 
Dominican Republic. With help from 
Kate Zanger, Clarke College vice presi- 
dent for student life and enrollment man- 
agement, she is trying to raise enough 


Clarke’s Tim Teliszezak struts his 
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overall. As of Tuesday, October 16th, Clarke will Host 
Ashford University in the first round of MCC tournament 
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Clarke senior Mirelis Rivera donates her 
time to others in need in the Dominican 
Republic. 


money for a mini-van to transport the 
girls to and from school. Right now they 
do not have efficient transportation. 


“We all know there are needs for volun- | 


teers in our country, community and 
neighborhood,” Rivera said. “It is the 
best feeling to make a difference and to 
be in communion with everyone.” 
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Chicago Cubs have last won the} 
World Series, next year will be the; 
100th anniversary of that win. The 
Cubs’ curse has been mostly blamed 
on the goat, and if you are a Cubs fan | 
you know what I am talking about: | 
The Cubs organization kicked out ai 
fan at the 1945 World Series who 
| brought a goat into the stadium, the fan upon leaving suppos- 
‘ edly placed a curse on the team that they would never win 
another World Series at Wrigley Field. 
The term ‘loveable losers’ has been associated with the Cubs | 
" for years, but there may be light at the end of the tunnel, and 
as a loyal cub fan, the same cliché holds true again: “Maybe | 
‘next year.” Next year might include Mark Cuban, radical 
' owner of the basketball team the Dallas Mavericks, and base- 
| ball superstar Alex Rodriguez. Of course, this is all speculation ; 
at this point, but as a Cubs fan, I can’t help but smile at the 
| possibilities. i 
The Cubs aren’t the only team to experience a drought of | 
' World Series wins. The Boston Red Sox went 86 years without 
| winning a championship until 2004 when the Red Sox beat the 
| St. Louis Cardinals. re 
Baseball’s fall classic has not been entirely out of reach for 
' the Cubs in recent years. They made it to the National League ! 
| playoffs against the San Diego Padres in 2003, But then the | 


if has been 99 years since the | 


infamous Steve Bartman incident happened, when a fan | See whc 
\ (Bartman) interfered with a foul ball that many fans thought | studer 
right fielder Moses Alou could have caught, thereby losing the | Craigs|i 
| game for the Cubs and eventually the series. i 
| | have been a Cubs fan since I was a baby. My dad has | 
' instilled this love for the Cubs and the appreciation of base- \ par 


‘ 


ball by taking me to games and coaching me since I was six. 

He has taught me more about the game of baseball and how 

to respect America’s favorite pastime than any book ever | — 
| could. | 
: Ihave had my hardships as a Cubs fan but not nearly as Sp 
many as the older fans. They have seen more disappointment 
; in their lives with the Cubs than any other sports fans ever. | 
| Cubs fans are loyal; there is no denying that, and there is no} | 
such thing as a bandwagon Cubs fan; it’s impossible. 
known fan 


(ce if 


tears and smiles. 


But it’s not all bad being a Cubs fan, we have had some great | 
victories and nothing is better to a Cubs fan than beating our 
rivals, The White Sox or Cardinals, 

So while the Cubs’ season may be over after the team was. 
swept by the Arizona Diamondbacks in the first round of the | 
Playoffs, T am already looking forward to April when spring | 
training starts to see if the curse can be broken. So I sit and 

| Ln cy eae their teams that are still in the running 
ptowards eries and a chance at baseball history just 

| thinking if next year could be the year, | 

| 


clarke courier 


be 


